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Dear Ray: 

Congratulations! Enclosed is the original United States Patent which I recently received from 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (PTO). 

As your patent states on the cover, you have the right to exclude others from making, using, 
offering for sale, or selling your invention throughout the United States, or importing the invention 
into the United States for 20 years fiom the date of filing (i.e., until October 1 3, 2020). You should 
be aware, however, that your patent will remain in force for that whole period only if you pay to the 
PTO the maintenance fees required by law. 

In 1982, the PTO established a three-tiered system of maintenance fees payable on patents 
filed on or after December 12, 1980. These fees are due three and one-half years, seven and one-half 
years, and eleven and one-half years from the issue date of the patent Since your patent was issued 
on July 23, 2002, the schedule of payments is as follows: 

Date Due Amount (Small Entity) Amount (La rge Entity') 


March 17, 2006 $445.00 $890.00 

March 17, 2010 $1,025.00 $2,050.00 

March 17, 2014 $1,575.00 $3,150.00 


The amount of the fees may be periodically changed by the PTO. If you miss.a payment, 
there is a six-month grace period after each due date during which payment may be made with a 
surcharge. However, failure to pay within the grace period may result in the expiration of your 
patent Therefore, mark your calendar for the above payments. 
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Your payments should be mailed to: 3 Trc^t Cyffi'c^ 

Bo5TM£ee ^So*^ * °V ^7,H<U 

Under Secretary^^ for Intellectual Property and Director of the United 

States Patent and Tractemark Office 
Washington, D.C. 20231 


Now that your patent has issued, please remember that I am fully able to assist you with legal 
agreements covering the making, selling, or licensing of your invention, as well as helping you to 
enforce your patent against would-be infringers. 


Congratulations once again! Please give me a call if you have any questions, or if I can be 
of any further assistance to you. 


Very truly yours, 



Michael L. Diaz 
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